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RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Economic Development Committee:  At the October 15, 2012 meeting of the Economic 

Development Committee the Committee voted 4-0-1 (Volpe absent) to recommend that the 

Board of Supervisors support the State’s efforts to construct the North-South Corridor from 

Dulles Airport to Interstate 66 in order to support the passenger and cargo growth at Dulles 

International Airport. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On October 15, 2012, the Economic Development Committee received a briefing (Attachment 1) 

from County and Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority staff on the Dulles air cargo initiative.  

During the briefing, staff presented information showing that the freight-forwarding business at the 

airport has created 607 jobs and nearly $34 million in wages in Loudoun County.   

 

Discussion of the briefing focused on benefits/advantages of air cargo operations at Dulles, as well 

as the obstacles to expansion of air cargo operations.  There are several major competitive benefits/ 

advantages, including Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority’s plan to develop 400 acres of 

airport property along Route 606 for air cargo, the proximity of a majority (56%) of the country’s 

population within 24 hours of road delivery from Dulles and the comparative low cost of air cargo. 

Dulles is 34% less costly than JFK airport in New York, New York. 

 

Members of the Committee and staff discussed the critical need for transportation infrastructure 

improvements to airport access. There are congested road connections to Interstates 66 and 95, a 

need to widen Route 606 to provide viable truck access to the land designated for air cargo 

development and a need to enhance overall access to the airport. The point was made that this is not 

exclusively a north-south issue, but is also an east-west issue. When questioned regarding the 

impact on economic development, staff responded that 12 site selectors who visited the County 
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earlier this year all indicated that road access on the western side was a significant issue to economic 

development activities.   Chairman York reiterated the need for the County to provide and support 

the infrastructure improvements to enable successful passenger and air cargo growth at Dulles, to 

get people on the roads and to support truck traffic for cargo.   It was mentioned that a similar, more 

extensive discussion had occurred at a recent Transportation/Land Use Committee meeting.    

 

Chairman York made a motion that the Economic Development Committee recommend to the 

Board that the Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution supporting VDOT’s efforts to construct the  

North-South Corridor, officially a Corridor of Statewide Significance, in order to support passenger 

services and the expansion of air cargo at Dulles. The Committee then voted 4-0-1 (Volpe absent) 

in favor of this resolution.    

 

  

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The fiscal impact related to the North-South Corridor and other infrastructure improvements will 

need to be evaluated as plans develop. 

 

 

DRAFT MOTIONS: 

1.    I move that the Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution supporting the State’s efforts to 

construct the North-South Corridor, a Corridor of Statewide Significance, from Dulles Airport to 

Interstate 66 in order to support the passenger and cargo growth at Dulles International Airport 

and to further encourage the economic growth and jobs this brings to Loudoun County and 

Virginia. 

 

  -OR- 

 

2.  I move an alternate motion.   
 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

1. October 15, 2012 Economic Development Committee Information Item #5: Briefing on 

Air Cargo Initiative 
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BACKGROUND: 

 

In January 2011, the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) and the Department 

of Economic Development began a partnership to double air cargo at Washington-Dulles 

International Airport over the next ten years.  As the airline industry continues to operate on 

tighter margins, airlines are increasingly looking to off-set costs with revenues from the cargo 

industry, particularly on international routes, thus leading to the air cargo initiative.  While 

Dulles Airport has the on-airport capability to expand cargo operations, off-site operations are 

critical to the success of expanding the cluster.  Freight forwarders, critical to air cargo 

operations; often prefer to locate off airport.  Loudoun offers approximately 500 acres of 

industrial zoned land in close proximity to the airport.  

 

This information item will update the ED Committee on the air cargo initiative, including 

opportunities, barriers and next steps for Dulles Airport and Loudoun County.  Mr. Joe Maly, 

Head of Air Cargo Development for Washington-Dulles International Airport, will be present to 

brief the Committee along with Tom Flynn, Director of Economic Development.  

 

ATTACHMENT(S): 

 

I.  MWAA Air Cargo Presentation 

II. Loudoun Economic Development Air Cargo Presentation 
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